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Geared for Imagination is an Ohio-based creator and distributor of high-quality products for kids and 'kidults'.  Through a network of retail outlets around the United States, including gift shops, toy stores, museum shops and many more types of retailers, the owners strive to deliver the kinds of products that they want their own kids to play with.  These products are "Driven by Design, Powered by Play".
Geared for Imagination was founded in 2009 by two dads, Ryan Hamilton (2 daughters, 1 son) and Bret Faber (1 daughter, 1 son).  Their many years in the toy business and their experience as fathers help them find only the best products to bring to market.  Last fall, they introduced their own line made completely in Ohio – Topozoo™.  These toys are made from formaldehyde-free recycled wood and child-safe color stains.  Introduced in time for the Christmas, the product sold as fast as it could be delivered.
When Ryan and Bret came to the Akron SBDC, their company was at a strategic decision point.  They needed to replace a major source of capital.  The two owners were faced with a number of options. They wanted an outside perspective to help them think through all of the various considerations.  Ryan had worked with another SBDC in setting up an earlier business and was pleased with the assistance he received at that time.  Based on that experience, they decided to contact the local SBDC in Akron hosted by the Summit Medina Business Alliance where Jim Griggy, one of the certified business advisors, began working with them.
“From critiquing our business plan and financial statements to connecting us with local bankers and suppliers, Jim’s help has been invaluable.  As small business owners, we spend our time developing our products and operating our growing company; the SBDC has helped us keep perspective on what our company needs to continue this growth.”

In addition to Topozoo, Geared for Imagination is the exclusive US distributor of several noteworthy toy lines.  The business and its products have been featured in several national and regional publications.  Find out more about the company at www.gearedforimagination.com.
